
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE 819February 8, 2000
meet during the session of the Senate 
on February 8, 2000 at 10 a.m. to hear 
testimony regarding the President’s 
fiscal year 2001 budget and tax pro-
posals. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, February 8, 2000, at 10:30 
a.m. to hold a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, February 8, 2000 at 2 p.m. 
to hold a closed hearing on intelligence 
matters. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry, 
be allowed to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, February 8, 
2000. The purpose of this meeting will 
be to discuss Federal dairy policy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Special Com-
mittee on Aging be permitted to meet 
on February 8, 2000 from 9:30 a.m.–12 
p.m. in Dirksen 562 for the purpose of 
conducting a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC POLICY 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Economic Policy of the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs be authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 8, 2000, to conduct a hearing on 
‘‘S. 1879, the International Monetary 
Stability Act.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent a fellow for Senator 
DOMENICI, Pete Lyons, be given the 
privilege of the floor for the duration 
of the consideration of the nuclear 
waste bill, S. 1287. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I ask unanimous 
consent that privileges of the floor be 
granted to Tina Kreisher, Dave 
Sundwall, Kristin Phillips, Kjersten 
Scott, Betty Nevitt, Colleen Deegan, 

and Mr. Jim Beirne during the pend-
ency of S. 1287. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Sally Phillips 
of my staff be granted the privilege of 
the floor for the duration of the state-
ments of Senator SPECTER and myself 
on the Medical Errors Reduction Act, 
S. 2038. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BRYAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that members of 
my staff be extended the privilege of 
the floor throughout the duration of 
the debate on this legislation, S. 1287; 
specifically, Joe Barry, Jean Marie 
Neal, Brock Richter, and Brent 
Heberlee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING HAYS, KANSAS, 
PRINCIPAL ALAN PARK 

∑ Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I 
rise to recognize an outstanding ele-
mentary school principal from Hays, 
Kansas. Alan Park, through dedication 
and hard work, has created an excel-
lent after school program that has pro-
foundly changed the lives of many 
young children in a positive way. The 
‘‘Serve Our Children’’ program at 
Washington Elementary School has 
connected economically disadvantaged 
students with vital community serv-
ices. The beneficial results are numer-
ous: free child care, extensive leader-
ship development opportunities, and 
many tutorial programs. Not only has 
Mr. Park integrated the use of com-
puters within the school, he has helped 
pass a district bond to create a new ad-
dition to the school. 

Mr. President, I am proud to recog-
nize the outstanding accomplishments 
of this elementary school principal. 
Mr. Park is an exemplary role model 
for young people in Kansas as well as 
our nation. I congratulate Mr. Alan 
Park for all he has done for Wash-
ington Elementary School and the 
community of Hays, Kansas.∑ 

f 

COMMENDING THE STUDENT 
INVESTMENT FUND 

∑ Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
rise today to commend the students of 
the University of Alaska-Fairbanks, 
School of Management, Student Invest-
ment Fund, who have invested an origi-
nal stake of $100,000 into stocks and 
CDs and now have a portfolio valued at 
over half a million dollars. 

With the money earned while learn-
ing, the students participating in the 
Fund have donated $8,000 in scholar-
ships to UAF students. They have cre-

ated two scholarship funds, the Mi-
chael L. Rice Scholarship and the 
Vanna K. Husby Scholarship, which are 
awarded to students who are in the 
School of Management and are enrolled 
in the Student Investment Fund for 
the following academic year. They 
have also donated $4,000 to the UAF 
National Merit Scholarship to encour-
age talented students to attend the 
University of Alaska-Fairbanks. 

The class began in 1991, when then 
Chancellor O’Rourke transferred 
$100,000 of University endowment 
money into the Student Investment 
Fund at Dean Witter. The account has 
been wholly managed by the students 
since its inception. Only during the 
first year of the fund did it fall below 
a value of $100,000. It has grown every 
year since and has a return of 71 per-
cent. 

This class and its philanthropy are 
wonderful examples of how higher edu-
cation can benefit not only students, 
but the entire community.∑ 

f 

CORRECTING TECHNICAL ERRORS 
IN THE ENROLLMENT OF H.R. 764 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of H. Con. 
Res. 245, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 245) 
to correct technical errors in the enrollment 
of the bill, H.R. 764.

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to the immediate consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution. 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I ask unanimous 
consent the concurrent resolution be 
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the resolution be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 245) was agreed to. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 9, 2000 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until the hour of 10:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, February 9. I further ask 
consent that on Wednesday, imme-
diately following the prayer, the Jour-
nal of proceedings be approved to date, 
the morning hour be deemed expired, 
the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day, 
and the Senate then begin a period of 
morning business until 11:30 a.m., with 
Senators speaking for up to 5 minutes 
each, with the following exceptions: 
The first 30 minutes under the control 
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of Senator DURBIN, or his designee; the 
second 30 minutes under the control of 
Senator THOMAS, or his designee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Further, I ask 
consent that following morning busi-
ness, the Senate then resume consider-
ation of S. 1287, the nuclear waste dis-
posal bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. For the informa-
tion of all Senators, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business until 
11:30 a.m. Following morning business, 
the Senate will resume consideration 
of S. 1287, the nuclear waste disposal 
bill. As a reminder, second-degree 
amendments must be filed by 12:00 
noon to the pending substitute amend-
ment. Negotiations regarding the num-
ber of amendments and debate time on 
the nuclear waste bill are still under-
way. However, amendments are ex-
pected to be offered during tomorrow’s 
session. Therefore, Senators can expect 
votes throughout the day. Senators 
who have amendments should work 
with the bill managers on a time to 
offer their amendments. 

f 

ORDER FOR FILING OF 
AMENDMENTS 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Now I ask unani-
mous consent that notwithstanding ad-
journment, Senators have until 6 
o’clock p.m. today to file first-degree 
amendments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I ask that the Senate stand in ad-
journment under the previous order 
following the remarks of Senator MUR-
RAY. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

THE PRESIDENT’S EDUCATION 
BUDGET 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I have 
come to the floor today to talk about 
the budget the President has presented 
to Congress this year. Every budget is 
a statement of priorities, and I wanted 
to share with my colleagues how this 
budget matches up with the priorities 
of the people I represent. I will spend a 
moment talking about how we should 
consider budgets in this remarkable pe-
riod of economic strength. 

The President’s FY 2001 budget 
comes at a time of great prosperity and 
also great challenges. I take the budget 

decisions we will make this year very 
seriously. We have an historic oppor-
tunity to meet our long-term commit-
ments and make vital investments. In 
looking at the budget, I am focused on 
two priorities. 

First, we cannot squander the sur-
plus. It has been too hard to reach this 
point of progress. When I came to the 
Senate in 1993, our fiscal house was a 
mess. But we made the tough, fiscally 
responsible decisions that have brought 
us to this point. The surplus is not here 
by accident. We made very difficult 
choices, and now is not the time to 
abandon our steady, responsible ap-
proach. 

We have a responsibility to use the 
surplus in ways that will meet our 
long-term commitments and continue 
our economic growth. We know that 
Social Security and Medicare are run-
ning out of money. These are promises 
from one generation to the next. And it 
would be wrong—fiscally and morally—
not to save those programs while we 
have the chance. 

We should also remember that these 
surplus projections are just that—pro-
tections. I worry that some of the pro-
jections my Republican colleagues 
have used are too rosy—in part because 
they are based on faulty assumptions, 
and they do not account for any slow-
ing down of our economy. I think we 
should use the most realistic estimates 
available. 

Second, we have to continue to make 
the responsible investments that will 
help our economy grow. We must main-
tain our investments in areas like edu-
cation, R&D, infrastructure, criminal 
justice, agriculture, and defense. We 
must strengthen Social Security and 
Medicare. And we must provide tar-
geted tax relief. I am pleased that the 
President has presented a responsible 
plan for meeting those objectives. 

One important investment is paying 
down the debt. We are responsible for 
paying down a major portion of the 
public debt. A commitment of $2.5 tril-
lion over ten years—as called for by 
the President—would make us debt free 
within 13 years. Mr. President, now is 
the time to pay down the debt—while 
the economy is strong. 

I know there will be a lot of debate 
over tax cuts this year. There is room 
for tax cuts—but they need to be re-
sponsible. We should remember that 
just last year Republicans were push-
ing an irresponsible, $790 billion tax 
cut. I am glad the American people re-
jected it. And this year, some presi-
dential candidates appear willing to 
roll the dice on even riskier schemes. 

This year we should be on the look 
out for tax cuts that do not help our 
country. When looking at tax cuts, I 
will be asking: Do they contribute to 
our future and promote our economic 
growth by investing in workers and 
education? 

I would like to turn to the invest-
ments we have to make in education. 

When I think of the types of invest-
ments that have real returns for Amer-
ica’s families—education tops the list. 
Investing in education pays dividends 
in boosting our country’s productivity 
and expanding our people’s potential. 
We must continue to invest in edu-
cation so that every American will 
have the tools and skills to succeed in 
the global economy. We know that by 
reducing class size, investing in teach-
er quality, and making higher edu-
cation more accessible, we are improv-
ing the prospects for our nation and 
our people. And I am proud of the 
many education investments this budg-
et makes. 

We must stay on the path of hiring 
100,000 fully-qualified teachers to re-
duce class size. We know that kids 
learn the basics and have fewer dis-
cipline problems in smaller classes. 
The budget boosts funding to $1.75 bil-
lion, an increase of $450 million over 
the current level. That’s enough to hire 
about 49,000 teachers, nearly half-way 
to our long term goal. So I commend 
the president’s budget for its commit-
ment to reducing class size. By work-
ing together over the past two years, 
we’ve already made the classroom a 
better, more productive place for 1.7 
million students—and with the Presi-
dent’s latest commitment, we can 
bring the benefits of smaller classes to 
many more students. 

We know that when we reduce the 
number of students in each classroom—
we need more classrooms, so I am 
pleased the President’s budget also fol-
lows through on our efforts to boost 
school construction. 

The President’s budget also takes 
greats steps forward to improve teach-
er quality. As I listened to the Presi-
dent’s State of the Union Address last 
month, I was excited to see that efforts 
to boost teacher quality are finally 
getting the national attention they de-
serve. 

We need to have a plan to recruit, 
train and reward great teachers; a plan 
to help high-poverty school districts 
attract great teachers through better 
pay and higher standards; and a plan to 
reward school districts that make 
progress in reducing the number of 
uncertified teachers and teachers 
teaching outside their subject area. 
These would all represent great steps 
forward. 

We need to boost hometown teacher 
recruitment, to help professionals from 
diverse fields make the transition to 
the classroom, and to promote profes-
sional development for school leaders. 

But there is more we should do to 
boost teacher quality. That’s why, last 
year, I introduced the Quality and Ac-
countability are Best for Children 
Act—Quality ABCs (S. 1926). After 
talking with parents, teachers and stu-
dents, I wrote a bill that will hold edu-
cators accountable for their students’ 
progress. It will help keep great teach-
ers in the classroom by offering them 
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